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Propositions 
 
José Julio León Reyes 
 
1. After Chile became independent, both the constitution and the law highlighted 
public education’s role in shaping citizens and providing equal educational 
opportunities. Education was always understood as a ‘social right’, product of 
the social pact. 
 
2. The principles of private initiative, autonomy and free choice in education are 
part of the republican tradition in Chile and not the result of a specific 
‘neoliberal agenda’ that began in 1980. Freedom of education has been one of 
the constitution’s principles since 1874. 
 
3. The mixed system with freedom of education was set up in Chile thanks to 
public financing for all universities - both state and private - and to recognition 
of private universities’ autonomy under the 1925 Constitution. 
 
4. From 1990 onwards, when democracy was restored, the Coalition governments 
have limited themselves to making only minor adjustments to the higher 
education institutional framework from 1981. The private sector’s predominance 
in the university system has been consolidated and there has been more equity 
and more equal opportunities than in any other period prior to this. 
 
5. The constitutional framework determines certain features as well as the 
emphasis of educational public policy. On the other hand, the evolution of the 
educational system’s other features is path-dependent or develops irrespective of 
what the state decides. 
 
6. All educational systems are on a scale between the extremes of the state system 
and the market one, with differences based on the main political agreements that 
characterise each community.  
 
7. In a context of private sector freedom, educational project diversity and student 
freedom of choice, it is more likely that the overwhelming demand for higher 
education is met by private bodies rather than state ones. 
 
8. In each constitutional period, the educational system adopts a specific 
institutional design, which is the result of the interaction between the main 
principles and values, social practices and how public policy is orientated.  
 
9. Analysis of the historical evolution of the institutions, norms and discourse is a 
tool that is indispensable when interpreting education’s legal framework. 
 
10. Neither the ‘neoliberal’ nor the ‘social right’ term are apt for interpreting the 
evolution or reform of educational systems. 
